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SERVE: Sacrifice, Empathy, Relationships, Values, and Empowerment

“Mini-miracles will make the world a better place, help those in need, and change your own life” from Heaven 
on Earth by Danny Seo.  Mr. Seo has the perfect take on how giving to your community will benefit you, others, 
and the community as a whole.  Still, there are millions of people who aren’t quite convinced that time for 
service should make its way into their busy schedules. Serving others is one of the truest forms of fulfillment, 
allowing us to touch the world, one life at a time.  Everyone has the ability to make a difference, so that is why I 
like to ask the question, “What’s your contribution?”

I am fortunate to be an active member of several remarkable organizations.  Two of these, the National Charity 
League and the Girl Scouts of America, both have truly amazing and distinct purposes.  However, the core value 
I have gained from both of these organizations is the importance of serving.  Serving others has helped me 
become the young woman that I am today, and as a result, I promote the importance of serving others and the 
positive effect service can have on each of our lives.

A person who serves must accept a role of extreme humility, and SERVE by making Sacrifices, being 
Empathetic, developing Relationships, living by Values and Empowering others.  I pledge my commitment to 
continue communicating with teens, tweens, and young adults about how to SERVE by utilizing this easily 
remembered acronym.

I will continue speaking out to teens and telling them they must first—get involved.  Pick a hobby, a sport, an 
activity at school or an organization such as NCL, or Girl Scouts—select something that interests them.  They 
must first meet people in order to be of service to them.  They must find a place where they are comfortable and 
really look for the opportunities.  For example, if they love animals, perhaps they should try volunteering at an 
animal shelter.  Or if they are stellar at math, then they could serve others by tutoring their peers after school.  
Once they find that special niche, they can dial in and start developing the role of a servant, by staying true to 
the SERVE acronym.  True servants learn to Sacrifice.  They give up trying to fulfill their own needs and start 
focusing on the needs of others.  They donate and volunteer their time and talents, not for the gratification they 
get in return, but because they realize that others may need it more.  True servants are Empathetic.  They 
develop an awareness of what is not obvious.  They are in tune with the emotional signals of others so they can 
put themselves in others’ shoes.  Empathy requires us to think of ourselves less and others more often.  True 
servants learn how to develop Relationships.  There is no correlation between self-interest and concern for 
others.  When we build relationships, we start moving from the “me” mode to the “we” mode.  If there's a pile of 
work to be done at a place where we volunteer, teaming up with a friend and seeing what we can accomplish 
together is a really great accomplishment.  True servants live by the Values of accountability, flexibility, and 
creativity.  They hold themselves accountable for their actions, behavior, and performance.  They are flexible 
and open minded, and they listen to what others have to say.  They are creative, innovative, and think outside the 
box.  True servants Empower others.  Empowerment is to inspire others to be more than they think they can be.  
Servants give others the power to be successful.

By using my experiences of serving through NCL and Girl Scouts, my public speaking training, and my special 
acronym, I can help other young adults become true servants in their communities.  If I become Miss America's 
Outstanding Teen, I will use my title as a megaphone, not only to further the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 
“brand”, but to promote my platform of teaching others to SERVE by making Sacrifices, being Empathetic, 
developing Relationships, living by Values, and Empowering others.

“Everybody can be great...because anybody can serve.  You don't have to have a college degree to
serve.  You don't have to make your subject and verb agree to serve.  You only need a heart full of grace. A  soul generated by love.”  - Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.


